0:00
Welcome everyone, to the May edition of the ASCEPT newsletter.

0:03
I'm sure you're all in the thick of teaching or recovering from grant writing, but it's hard not to get carried away with the excitement of our upcoming World Congress and Pharmacology meeting in July in Melbourne.

0:14
You will hopefully have seen the fantastic announcement that we have our ASCEPT Lecturer for the year and that is Professor Rob Widdop from Monash University and he will be receiving that accolade and where he'll give the presentation in recognition of his outstanding and prolonged service to pharmacology in Australasia.

0:30
You'll also hopefully see that we are going to have a ASCEPT Award ceremony where we will be presenting our ASCEPT Fellows, the ASCEPT Achievement Award, the EDI Award and the Elizabeth Davis Teaching Excellence Award.

0:44
We'll also have a couple of other awards we've been presenting.

0:46
And to make that a seamless segue, I'd like to introduce our SAC chair, Luke Grundy.

0:52
Luke, could you tell us a bit more about some of the ASCEPT activities that are at WCP this year?

0:57
Yeah, absolutely.

0:58
Yeah.

0:59
So I guess firstly, a quick mention, you know, congratulations to all ASCEPT members that have had abstracts accepted for posters and oral presentations.

1:06
I think there's going to be a significant ASCEPT presence there, which is going to be wonderful to see.

1:11
So make sure you, you know, promote ASCEPT and all the great things we do whenever you get the chance.

1:16
You know, and also I think partly, you know, part of the seamless, seamless segue.

1:19
It wouldn't be right not to, you know, thank Nicola for her outstanding leadership, which means we've secured a couple of really cool prize sessions on Monday the 13th of July.

1:27
So as usual, we'll be having our ASCEPT Bellberry New Investigator Award.

1:31
That would usually be ASCEPT.

1:33
That's now going to be at 9:00 AM on the Monday.

1:35
And Garth McQueen prize session and that'll be straight afterwards.

1:38
It's 11:30 AM.

1:41
That actually will lead beautifully into our award ceremony where I imagine we will be letting the winners of those two prizes know that they have won.

1:48
And then, you know, there'll be lots of time to celebrate afterwards at the opening ceremony as well.

1:52
So it's exactly, it's going to be a great day.

1:54
And how do people apply for the Bellberry and the Garth McQueen?

1:57
Yeah, well hopefully they've already been very organised and they've already applied.

2:00
But for those that are a little bit last minute, the applications are still open.

2:05
Submissions are due before the 10th of May, so if you haven't already got your application ready, there's still time.

2:10
Or if you want to tap someone on the shoulder who you think would be competitive, then please do.

2:14
We always welcome applications from strong people.

2:18
Excellent.

2:18
I completely agree.

2:19
It's important that we do actually reach out to all of our contacts and encourage them because I often people don't think that they are going to be competitive and it takes someone else to remind them that they're actually doing really well.

2:29
Dare we actually look beyond WCP?

2:31
Luke, what's going to be happening with our SIGs for the rest of this year?

2:35
Yeah, so it's a little bit of a different year obviously with ASCEPT hosting WCP.

2:39
So we won't be having an ASM at the end of the year, but that doesn't mean that our activities will stop.

2:44
So in in lieu of the ASM, we'll be running a bunch of smaller events and this is primarily designed to give our students opportunities for presentations and the awarding of prizes such as the Neville Percy and Robert Whelan.

2:55
You know, we appreciate our students.

2:57
ASCEPT is built on students and, and we really, you know, want to be able to award those prizes and help them get that stepping stone through to, you know, PhDs or postdocs and things like that.

3:06
So Chantal unfortunately couldn't be on this today, but she will update everyone later in the year about how that process will unfold.

3:13
But a little bit more about how the aspect, I guess I'm going to call it a DIGI-ASM for now, just invented with that.

3:20
So the idea is that, you know, people can still get together, we can still present work.

3:25
So we'll be hosting online events so that everyone can join and with the option to try and put together some state hubs for in person networking and hopefully a social programme that goes along with that.

3:35
This will be quite different to what people are used to.

3:38
And one of the main differences is that it's going to be a fairly SIG-agnostic approach, you know, to try and create that critical mass of people online, you know, create a bit of a buzz.

3:46
We're going to be trying to host sort of four major sessions and exactly how that'll look, we're not quite sure whether they'll be on different days, whether we'll compile them into two days.

3:54
We'll sort of take advice from the SIG chairs on that.

3:57
But essentially submissions and talks and things will be grouped by themes and these themes will typically incorporate the traditional sig areas of interest.

4:07
So we're going to have an education and EDI focus theme, a clinical sciences focus theme, disease mechanisms focus theme and drug discovery and safety focus theme, which we think incorporates quite nicely everyone within the ASCEPT family.

4:19
That sounds fantastic.

4:20
If I feel like I'd be interested in research for more than one of those themes though, I assume I can go to go along to as many as I want.

4:27
Yeah, absolutely.

4:29
So I mean, I'll, I'll definitely be going to at least three of those.

4:32
You know, I think the idea is that you can see yourself fitting into more of these themes.

4:37
You know, you're not going to be siloed into your sig.

4:39
You know, that may be small, it may be large, but you know, it gives you more chance to interact with other people across different fields, you know, get new ideas, develop new collaborations and things like that.

4:48
And for those of us who are a bit more social, it sounds like a great opportunity to combine all the really good things that we got from the online ASM type activities we did during COVID, but with the actual face to face fun as well.

4:59
By having state hubs works for the environmental sustainability policy too.

5:03
Absolutely.

5:04
It'll be almost carbon neutral, I think, which would be nice.

5:07
Just a just a lot of fun.

5:08
Yeah.

5:08
But nothing else.

5:09
Yeah, no, I think if we, if we can try and organise, you know, central spaces at universities across the states, I think that would be, that would be really great.

5:17
And ideally we can roll this off into, you know, a bit of a social programme as well after the event.

5:21
So people can, you know, network professionally, but then also kick back afterwards as well, like we're all known to do at our skipped.

5:27
Well, I, I don't know what you're talking about, but I'm famously a grandmother.

5:31
But no, look, this, this sounds really exciting, A really innovative approach to dealing with what is a, a wonderful opportunity for us to have WCP, but also acknowledging that our students, particularly our honour students, wouldn't have a venue to or an Ave for presenting their own work otherwise.

5:46
So Luke, thank you for, for spearheading this.

5:48
It's very exciting.

5:49
I'm assuming if people want to get involved and help organise that they contact their SIG chairs or yourself.

5:55
Yeah, absolutely.

5:55
So first port of call would probably be a SIG chairs.

5:57
So we'll be having a mid year meeting of the SAC and SIG chairs in the first week of July and that's when we're really start to thrash out how this will this will really look.

6:06
But yeah, if anyone wants to get involved, jump on board, get involved on Mighty Networks, contact your, you know, SIG chair, contact me and we'll try and find you a position in the organising committee or something like that.

6:16
Wonderful.

6:17
All right, Luke, thank you very much.

6:19
Cheers, Nicola.

6:20
Thank you.

